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Minutes of the Meeting of Hythe and Dibden Parish Council

Held by virtual meeting via Zoom 
on Wednesday, 16th December, 2020 at 7.00 pm

Cllr M Wade (Chairman)
Cllr P Dowd (Vice-Chairman)

Councillors Councillors
Cllr M Clark
Cllr R Clark
Cllr S Cullen
Cllr S Delemare
Cllr A Fairhead

Cllr M Kitcher
Cllr S Lodge
Cllr S Osborne
Cllr M Roberts
Cllr A Wade

Officers in Attendance
Tracy Predeth, Locum Clerk
Sean Spencer, Deputy Clerk
Claire Donnelly, Minute Clerk

In Attendance
Acting Chief Inspector Helen Andrews
Sue Bailey

0 Members of the Public

135/20 APOLOGIES 

No apologies were received.

136/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 

It was noted that all Councillors had previously received a dispensation 
from the Clerk which enabled them to take part in the discussion on 
setting the precept.

Councillors noted the list of declarations of interest recorded in the 
Delegated Decisions of the Planning Committee for December 2020 
(agenda item 10).

137/20 COMMUNITY SAFETY UPDATE 

Acting Chief Inspector Helen Andrews provided an update on the latest 
Covid-19 restrictions and stated that the police are responding to 
breaches of the regulations. The police are working with the NFDC Covid 
Ambassadors who are now patrolling the area to offer advice to the 
public.
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It was reported that there was a daytime burglary at a property in 
Oaklands Way in Dibden Purlieu. Residents are reminded to lock doors, 
sheds and garages and report anything suspicious to the police. 

There was an update about a meeting with the police, NFDC, Cllr M 
Wade, Cllr Osborne and the vicar of St Andrews Church regarding anti-
social behaviour at Oak Road car park. Letters will be sent to residents 
and there will be continued joint working and patrolling of the area. 
Residents are encouraged to report all incidents to 101 or via the police 
website. 

The Acting Chief Inspector answered questions from Councillors and the 
following responses were provided:
- The ACSOs have met with the Neighbourhood Policing Team at 

Hardley and it was confirmed that there will be joint working 
arrangements, including working with the Covid Ambassadors.

- The ACSOs will be provided with crime prevention leaflets to pass on 
to the public.

- The Waterside Cops Twitter page has closed but information will 
continue to be circulated via their Facebook page.

138/20 MINUTES 

RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the virtual Parish Council Meeting held on 
26th November 2020 be agreed.

139/20 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman announced that the judging of the Christmas Lights 
Competition will take place on 17th and 18th December. Councillors will 
choose a winner in their Ward and Councillors will then visit those seven 
winning houses and pick an overall winner. The prize is £50 voucher for a 
local business for the winner of each Ward and an additional £100 
voucher for the overall winner.

The Chairman read out his Christmas message, “Dear Residents, this is 
certainly not the Christmas we would have expected, nor would have 
planned for but in the challenging times we are in we just have to take the 
sensible approach to get by safely until the vaccine brings us back to a 
more normal way of life. We are all in this together so please follow the 
rules, take sensible precautions and I hope you and your family stay safe 
and well over and beyond the festive period. On behalf of the Parish 
Councillors and staff I wish all the residents of Hythe, Dibden, Dibden 
Purlieu and Butts Ash a Merry Christmas and a heathy, happy New Year”.

140/20 REPORTS BY COUNTY AND DISTRICT MEMBERS 

Cllr M Wade (HCC) attended the HCC meeting which included a financial 
update and budget setting. It was noted that further government funding 
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of £52.4million was required to ensure that the Council was financially 
sustainable in the medium term. HCC faces a gap of £39.7million in the 
current year. The latest medium term ‘snapshot’ position has been 
extended to 2023/24 and despite an improving current year position and 
additional government grant, there is an unfunded gap of £210.7million 
over the period. Cllr M Wade also attended a Children’s Services Looked 
After Children area Managers’ meeting and listened to the many issues 
they are dealing with.

Cllr R Clark (NFDC) had nothing to report.

Cllr Delemare (NFDC) had nothing to report.

Cllr Osborne (NFDC) reported that work had started at Hythe Hospital. 
Cllr Osborne highlighted the Dibden Purlieu Open Evenings and said that 
she has been working with some of the traders in the village. An update 
was provided on the meetings about the anti-social behaviour at Oak 
Road car park.

Cllr A Wade (NFDC) gave an update on rubbish collection over the festive 
period and stated that from 2nd-17th January there will be a Christmas 
tree drop off point at New Road car park. Cllr A Wade reported that the 
consultation on the Draft Waste Strategy has been extended until 20th 
December. Cllr A Wade stated that he has been working alongside the 
County Councillor to investigate ownership of drains and the car park 
around the Ferry Road shops, due to an ongoing and serious flooding 
issue.

Cllr A Wade reported that he asked the Portfolio Holder for Leisure for his 
comments on the focus group leaving the Leisure Centre consultation 
process. He was informed that some members of the public still wish to 
be involved and that there will be public meetings in the new year. Cllr A 
Wade also reported that NFDC still has funding available to support local 
businesses and those impacted by Covid19 restrictions and details are 
available on NFDC’s website. 

Cllr Dowd (NFDC) attended the Waste Strategy Working Group meeting 
which included initial feedback on responses from the questionnaire. It 
was reported that issues with people attempting to send separate 
responses from the same address were resolved and it was agreed to 
extend the completion period given the criticisms and that only three 
town/parish councils had responded by the deadline.

Cllr M Clark (NFDC) gave an update of the Leisure Centre tender process 
and reported that the first stage has taken place with the three bidders 
giving presentations to NFDC. It was stated that the next stage will be the 
discussions and then a decision will  be made but it will be an ongoing 
process. 

Cllr M Wade (NFDC) attended the Waste Strategy Task and Finish Group 
meeting and was pleased to report that NFDC has included waste 



Minutes of the Council 65 Wednesday, 16 December 2020

minimisation as a topic of the group and the strategy. Cllr M Wade 
attended the NFDC Planning Committee meeting and will attend the 
Green Housing Task and Finish Group meeting and will report back at a 
future meeting.  

Cllr M Wade reported that NFDC has given the Parish Council £11,000 as 
part of £107,000 monies they were to share amongst all the parishes in 
the district to offset any Covid expenditure. The amount distributed 
amongst ten parishes was based upon the number of Band D properties 
in each parish.

141/20 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS SERVING ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

Cllr Dowd attended the second meeting of the Voluntary Youth Forum and 
stated that the group is in an early stage of development and further links 
are being made to ensure that it has a broad representation. Cllr Dowd 
encouraged all groups to make contact with applications for community 
grants to ensure that the youngest residents were catered for in this 
difficult time.

142/20 PUBLIC FORUM 

There were no matters raised.

143/20 QUESTIONS 

Cllr R Clark drew the Chairman’s attention to the demolition of the 
Waterside Sports and Social Club which was a base for arts and culture in 
the Waterside. Cllr R Clark highlighted that the refurbishment of the 
Parish Hall is on the horizon and asked the Chairman if the Council would 
consider trying to replace some of the facilities that have been lost with 
the demolition of the Waterside Theatre and liaise with some of the 
groups that previously used the theatre to identify what their requirements 
are and possibly have a new Waterside Theatre in Hythe and Dibden. The 
Chairman responded that this was an excellent idea and it was confirmed 
that this concept would be included in the strategy for the refurbishment of 
the Parish Hall.

Cllr A Wade asked Cllr Dowd about his report on the Waste Strategy 
meeting and enquired which three parish councils had responded to the 
Draft Waste Strategy consultation. Cllr Dowd responded that this 
information was not provided but confirmed that a response had been 
sent from Hythe and Dibden Parish Council. It was noted that the 
consultation period was very brief and this may be a reason why there 
were so few responses.

Cllr M Clark asked the Chairman for an update on the situation at 
Valleydene. The Chairman responded that he understands that HCC has 
been pursuing Southern Water to get their confirmation on whether or not 
they are responsible for the pipe. It was noted that HCC are awaiting a 
response and work cannot progress until confirmation has been received.
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Cllr M Clark asked the Chairman for an update on the flooding on Fawley 
Road, particularly relating to the Forest Lodge Farm Development. The 
Chairman confirmed that he has lodged a complaint to NFDC about how 
the planning application for this development turned out and he is 
awaiting a response from the Chief Executive. The Chairman also said 
that he would contact Hampshire Highways about the water pooling on 
Fawley Road.

Cllr Dowd responded to Cllr R Clark’s question regarding the Waterside 
Theatre and pointed out that there are significant issues in Southampton 
regarding the theatres. He suggested that if the Council looks into how 
practical it would be to provide an alternative venue then it would be a 
good idea to involve the Arts Council via the Southern Arts Bridge. 

Cllr A Wade asked if the Chairman was aware also that Southampton is 
bidding to be the City of Culture in 2025 and district councillors will 
receive a presentation about this early next year.

144/20 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The delegated decisions of the Planning Committee were received.

145/20 COMMUNICATIONS WORKING GROUP 

The notes of the Communications Working Group meeting held on 25th 
November 2020 were received.

146/20 AWARDS WORKING GROUP 

The notes of the Awards Working Group meeting held on 25th November 
2020 were received.

147/20 HAYNES WAY FENCING 

Councillors received an update from the Deputy Clerk. It was noted that 
the Parish Council are awaiting the decision from NFDC on the planning 
application to install a fence around part of the perimeter of the open 
space at Haynes Way. The planning consultation for this application 
demonstrated that there are differing views among local residents on 
whether the fence should be installed. In view of the comments, the 
Parish Council has been working on additional ways in which the anti-
social behaviour could be addressed. 

It was reported that the ACSOs are regularly patrolling Haynes Way and 
Noads Way Open Space and engagement with local residents has begun. 
Hythe PCSOs have also agreed to patrol the area when they are 
available.
It was also reported that the Council are working in partnership with the 
Handy Trust and Noadswood School to provide a youth shelter at 
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Noadswood School which would be available in the evenings and at 
weekends. 

The Chairman highlighted the impact that the anti-social behaviour has 
had on some residents in Haynes Way and confirmed that the Council 
would do all they can to eliminate anti-social behaviour from this area. 
Councillors discussed the options and it was suggested that residents 
should be kept informed of the Council’s next course of action.

RESOLVED that

a) The Council holds off installing the fence around part of 
the perimeter of the open space at Haynes Way until the 
strategy of deploying ACSOs and the completion of the 
youth shelter has had time to work.  

b) Residents in Haynes Way to be updated about the 
Council’s decision via a letter.

c) Members to receive an update in six months or sooner if 
matters arise.

148/20 EXTERNAL AUDIT 

The Locum Clerk reported that the Council had received a clean external 
audit and no issues were raised. Councillors expressed their thanks to the 
Finance Officer, Clerk and Deputy Clerk for their hard work.

RESOLVED that

The Notice of Conclusion of Audit and Section 3 of the 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019-2020 
be received.

149/20 BUDGET 2021-2022 

Councillors received the budget report. The Locum Clerk provided a 
verbal update. It was noted that there would be a 0% increase in the 
precept for 2021/2022. 

The Chairman confirmed that the funds for the ACSO service were still 
ringfenced. It was also confirmed that long term projects such as the 
repair of the flood defences at Prospect Place and the refurbishment of  
Ewart Recreation Ground Play Area could still go ahead. 

Cllr Delemare lost connection with the meeting twice between 8.18pm and 
8.20pm but did take part in the vote.

RESOLVED that

a) The budget 2021-2022 be agreed.
b) A precept of £830,198 be notified to NFDC for 2021/2022.
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150/20 FINANCE 2020-2021 

Consideration was given to the Schedule of Payments. Councillors 
acknowledged the Parish Council’s donation to the Waterside Christmas 
Fire Engine and expressed their thanks to the volunteers from this 
organisation.

RESOLVED that

The accounts for payment as detailed totalling £55,658.78 
(gross) be agreed and paid.

151/20 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED that

The press and public be excluded from the Council Meeting 
for the following items of business on the grounds they 
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12 of the Local Government 
Act 1972.

152/20 COUNCIL LAND 

Councillors considered the application for registration based on adverse 
possession. The Deputy Clerk will investigate the possibility of putting a 
covenant on the land.

                        RESOLVED that

The Council raises no objection to the application.

The Meeting closed at 8.30 pm

Chairman

Date


